Palaeography and Archives 


APPLEBY ARCHAEOLOGY 
GROUP 


An enthusiastic 
group of volun¬ 
teers helped to 
read and tran¬ 
scribe over 80 
documents relat¬ 
ing to Appleby 
and its inhabit¬ 
ants. A great deal 
has been learned 
about the town 
and several 
interesting details 
have emerged. The people in medieval Appleby seem 
to have been fortunate to live in what seems to be a 
well-ordered town in the 1 500s and 1 600s. 

The example of a transcribed extract below is from a 
“Book of Charges” for 1 585 and details payments 
made by some townsfolk in the old currency of 
shillings and pence. 

Freligde and stawligde are probably payments for the 
right to be a freeman and have a stall at the town 
market. A “shamble” is a slaughter house. The docu¬ 
ment shows a common example of joining two words 
together - “thelder” is “the elder”, the inconsistent 
use of capital letters for names, odd spellings, and [ ] 
brackets show where words in the document were 
abbreviated. It also shows how formal documents 
still tended to begin with a Latin phrase - ‘In Primis’ 
means ‘first of many’ in a list of this kind. Matlye and 
motley may refer to a type of tithe payment for corn. 

In primis 

It[e]m Robart Raisbiche for freligde . vjs viijd 

It[e]m Edward Tarne for one halfeyeare tawligde..xijd 
It[e]m Thomas thelder in parte of his shamble iijs vjd 

It[e]m Raphe lowson & John . for matlye... iijs iiij 

It[e]m Raphe lowson & Jhon..for motley the first dye 

of January . ixs 

It[e]m gibs on in p[ar]t . Iijs viijd 

It[e]m thomas Smythe his shamble xxij me of may 
an[n]o d[omin]11585 . vijs vijd 



Current and future phases of the 
Dig Appleby Project 



1) In Search of Aba Ila ba - 
Roman evidence in the 
Appleby area 


2) Old Appleby, Land of the 
Bondsman 

The Danish manor and village 
in the 10 th and early 11 th 
Centuries 


3) The Medieval Borough - 
Investigating the Norman 
settlement and burgages 
in the 1 2 th and 1 3 th Centuries 


4) A Town in Ruins - 

Appleby's decline in the 
14 th and 1 5 th Centuries 


5) Lady Anne's Appleby' - 
1 7 th Century restoration 


6) A Time of Prosperity ? - 
Appleby in the 1 8 th and 
1 9 th Centuries 


There’s a lot more information about the 
Project in the Blog on our website 

www.applebyarchaeology.org.uk 

If you would like to find out more about 
Appleby’s archaeology and history, 
contact the Appleby Archaeology Group on the web¬ 
site or by email: 

digappleby@applebyarchaeology.org.uk 



Dig Appleby 


heritage 1 
lottery fund 


LOTTERY FUNDED 



Dig Appleby - Breaking the 
ground 



In the summer of 201 6, the Appleby Archaeology 
Group launched a Community Archaeology Project 
focused on the town of Appleby-in-Westmorland. 
Funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, ‘Dig Appleby: 
Breaking the ground’ was intended to open an 
Archaeological investigation during the summer 
months focused primarily on the Norman town and 
its burgages - the plots of land on which the 
medieval houses and their gardens stood. Through 
involving the local community, we wanted to find out 
what medieval Appleby was like, who the medieval 
occupants were, and how they lived. At the same 
time, we wanted to have a look at some old 
documents relating to the town held in the Cumbria 
archives. 





















































A public meeting started 
the project off and a 
number of local residents 
signed up as project 
volunteers. In addition, 
some trusting souls offered 
a square metre of their 
gardens for excavation. In 
early July, an introductory 
day was organised, at which 
anyone attending could try 
their hand at the various 
survey techniques used 
by archaeologists. 




Top and centre : 

Open survey day 

Later, a number 
of gardens were 
selected for ‘test 
pit’ excavation 
and the Appleby 
‘Big Dig’ weekend 
took place in 
bright sunshine 
in the middle of- 
September. 


Left : Map showing 
the location of the 
test pits 


The Excavations 

The first excavation took place over the weekend 
of 29-31 July on the land at the rear of St. Anne's 
Hospital, where the geophysics day had revealed 
a number of possible features. The remains of a 
demolished post medieval building and some 
sherds of pottery were discovered. 

The main project excavations took place during 
the weekend of 1 6-1 8 September. They included 
all the 7 garden test pits kindly offered by local 
residents, mainly in Boroughgate, the principle 
street in the Medieval period, with just one pit in 
Doomgate. This was the back lane on the west¬ 
ern side of the town, which gave access to the 
rear of the burgages. 



Above : Test pit S 
at St Anne's 


The finds filled several 
bags and included a 
significant quantity of 
medieval and later pottery, 
along with various other 
items that all needed 
washing and cataloguing. 

A finds workshop took 
place in October with an 
expert on hand to help to 
identify items. 




Above : Cleaning and dating the finds 
Below left : Pottery from St Anne's Hospital 




Above : Trench 2 at Castle 
Bank 


The final excavation of 
the project took place in 
April 201 7, when two 
trenches on the edge of 
Appleby were excavated. 
A plan of Appleby dated 
1 754 showed an early 
house and in just 3 days 
(in best Time Team style!) 
the remains of a dwelling 
with flagged floor, cobble 
path and yard were 
found. Pottery on the site 
indicated that it was 
probably demolished in 
the late 1 8th or early 
1 9th century. 




































































